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I should like to express my grateful thanks to
Mr. 1 L. Davidge of the Press Department of The
Theosophical Society for the meticulous care with
which he was good enough to read the manuscript^
correct the proofs and see the book safely through
the Press.

1 am also particularly beholden to Dr. Arundale
for kindly writing a foreword to this book and thus
giving it the best introduction to the world that I can
think of.

I must confess to a feeling of embarrassment as
I send this book out into the world.  I have discussed
a great personality, and I am aware that many things
I have said are liab.e to cause misunderstanding,
I pray that my readers will pardon me if aught I say
anywhere causes the least pain to anyone. I earnestly
hope that this book will help many a person who
knew Mrs. Besant to revive his memories of her, and
enable others who did not know her to understand
her, to learn from her, and try to act like her in his
own sphere of work, high or humble. I also "fervently
pray that among many other things, this may also
help to keep her memory green in a world so full of
rushing and tremendous events, particularly at the
time 1 am writing, that even the greatest are liable to
be forgotten, no sooner than they are removed from